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Henri de Tonti  

Celebration to 

feature  

Brazilionaires 

The fourth annual Henri de Tonti 

Award Celebration will be held this 

fall on Saturday, September 26 in the 

main ballroom of the Peoria Civic 

Center.   The Junior League of Peoria 

will be honored at the Celebration as 

the recipient of the fourth de Tonti 

Award for Outstanding Principled 

Community Leadership.  Previous 

recipients of the de Tonti Award have 

been Caterpillar Inc., Illinois State  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Dave Koehler and former 

U.S. Congressman and Secretary of 

Transportation Ray LaHood. 

The de Tonti Planning Committee 

has announced to the PHS Board of 

Trustees that the format of the Cele-

bration has been modified this year 

and will feature the local Latin jazz 

band the Brazilionaires who will pro-

vide musical entertainment and 

dancing following the presentation of 

the award. 

The featured speaker at the Award 

Celebration will be Ms. Carol Scott 

from Pasadena, CA the President-

Elect of The Association of Junior 

Leagues International, Inc.  The Cele-

bration will commence at 6pm with a 

cocktail reception, dinner at 7pm, the 

program at 8pm and musical enter-

tainment from 9pm to 11pm.  Tickets 

for the Celebration are $150 per per-

son or a table of ten may be spon-

sored for $1,500.  Reservations for the 

Celebration may be made through 

the PHS website at 

www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org or 

by calling the PHS office at 674-1921. 

Where will your 

contribution go? 

The Historical Society maintains re-

stricted financial accounts devoted to 

the repair and maintenance of each 

of the houses.  The restricted ac-

counts were created as members 

have donated funds to the society 

specifically for repairs or mainte-

nance of the historic homes.  A 

recent example is the account for the 

Flanagan House air conditioning  

which, we are pleased to announce, 

will be installed in September of this 

year.  The balance in the P-M House 

Restricted Fund is minimal – only 

$2,522.90 remains in the account as 

of June 30, 2015 -- and is insufficient 

to cover the cost of our most urgent 

need – upper gutter, soffit and roof 

repairs.   Any funds donated to this 

account will be used exclusively for 

repairs or maintenance at the P-M 

House. 
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“to preserve, share and celebrate the stories of the Peoria area” 

 “The only thing new in the world is the history you do not know.”  
  ― Harry S. Truman 

PHS Executive Director Walter Ruppman presents the Henri de Tonti Award for Outstand-

ing Principled Community Leadership to Illinois State Senator Dave Koehler in 2013. 

http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/203941.Harry_S_Truman
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Distribution of Timeline courtesy of: 

PNC BANK 

From The President 
Dear Historical Society members, 

As you know, the Peoria Historical Society is privileged 

to own two historical museum homes: the Pettengill-

Morron House on Moss Avenue – often referred to as 

the P-M House-- and the Judge John C. Flanagan House 

on Glen Oak Avenue, which was built in 1837, and is the 

oldest standing house in Peoria.  Both homes have 

maintenance needs, although some are more urgent 

than others.  While the Society has addressed some de-

ferred maintenance issues over the past several years,  

much more needs to be done.  In this issue of The Time-

line, I would like to highlight the P-M House and ask you 

to make a contribution to a Capital Campaign for the P-

M House Restricted Account to repair the upper gut-

ter, soffit and slate shingle roof – a project estimated to 

cost over $10,000.00.   

Over the years, the upper gutters have been leaking due 

to loose seams and small holes in the metal.  In the short-term, tar has been applied to 

patch holes and seams, although that has not mitigated the overall problem and result-

ing damage to the soffits and the decorative corbel brackets.   These repairs must be 

done soon.  As you can see from the pictures, the holes are large enough for animals to 

enter the attic and structural damage to the home cannot continue unabated.  Please 

contribute to the Capital Campaign for the P-M House Restricted Account.   

Deborah Dougherty 

Pettengill-Morron House 

John C. Flanagan House 
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A Brief History of 

the Illinois 77th       

Vol. Regiment 

 by Mark L. Johnson 

As the Historical Society contin-

ues a focus during 2015 on the 

150th anniversary of the end of 

the Civil War, the Timeline is 

presenting a condensed history of 

the Illinois 77th Volunteer Infan-

try Regiment which was com-

prised of volunteers primarily 

from Peoria County. 

Part Three – Victory at  

Vicksburg 

In December, 1862, just four short 

months after the men from Peo-

ria County had volunteered for 

service in the Union army as the 

Illinois 77th Infantry Regiment, 

the troops had fought and 

suffered a defeat at the Battle of 

Chickasaw Bayou just northwest 

of Vicksburg in late December 

1862.  After retreating from the 

victorious Confederate forces, the 

regiment camped at Millikens 

Bend, Louisiana, which was the 

Union base of operations against 

Vicksburg until January 5.   

 

Now under the command of Gen-

eral John H. McClernard, the men 

of the 77th Illinois embarked on a 

new mission with renewed vigor 

and enthusiasm.  They boarded 

river transports and proceeded 

up the Mississippi River and into 

the state of Arkansas on the 

White and Arkansas rivers until 

they reached a Confederate 

earthen fort named Fort Hind-

man.  On Sunday, January 11, 

1863, the Union forces attacked 

and captured the fort with the 

77th Illinois at the front lines of 

the battle.  Members of the regi-

ment later proudly claimed that 

they were the first to scale the 

parapets of the fort and were giv-

en the honor of guarding the fort 

and the 4,800 captured prisoners.  

Most of the captured Rebels were 

Texans who voiced concerns 

about freezing to death if they 

were sent north as prisoners.   

The 77th Illinois regiment suffered 

six men killed in the battle with 

another 39 wounded.  On January 

17, the regiment left Fort Hind-

man and returned to the Vicks- 

 

 

 

burg campaign.  The next several    

 months were a miserable experi-

ence for the regiment.  While 

General Grant continued a series 

of ill-fated expeditions against 

Vicksburg, the Union forces 

found themselves camped in vast 

seas of mud as the Mississippi 

River flooded from continual 

rains.  Unusual freezing tempera-

tures added to the sufferings of 

the troops who sickened and died 

by the hundreds.   

When the men of the 77th Illinois 

departed their riverboats on the 

Louisiana shore on January 23 to 

establish a new camp, over half of 

the regiment was sick.  Their con-

ditions further deteriorated as 

they attempted to establish a new 

camp in a low, wet cornfield next 

to a 20 foot high levee adjacent to 

the river.  The furrows between 

the corn rows were standing full 

of water.  The river itself was ten 

feet above the ground on which 

they were camped and would 

continue to rise during the 

month of February until it was 

nearly at the top of the levee.  

(continued on next page)       

Faces of the 77th (l to r): Charles H. Arms, Francis Ward Griswold, Silas Norris, and John Scoon 
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(continued from page 3) 

The troops under General Grant’s 

command, including the Illinois 

77th, now commenced work on 

one of the stranger projects tack-

led by the Union forces during 

the war.  Having failed to open 

up the Mississippi River for navi-

gation past the rebel forces at 

Vicksburg, Grant proposed to dig 

a canal to create a channel for 

navigation that would bypass the 

Confederate batteries.   The canal 

was excavated to a depth of 13 

feet and a width of 18 feet, it was 

heavy, wet miserable duty for the 

troops.  By late March, as the riv-

er continued to rise, and the ca-

nal was still impractical for navi-

gation, Grant abandoned the pro-

ject and settled on a new bold 

plan of attack against Vicksburg. 

On April 16th, the 77th Illinois 

Regiment broke camp at 

Miliken’s Bend north of Vicks-

burg and began a long slow 

march along the west side of the 

river to the south of the Rebel 

fortress.  Finally on April 30th, the 

troops boarded transports and 

crossed the Mississippi River and 

attacked rebel positions at the 

town Port Gibson.   After routing 

the Johnny  

 

Rebs, the troops looted the stores 

in the town, enjoying the fruits of 

their victory.  Throughout the 

month of May, Grant’s forces 

continue to engage and drive the 

Confederate forces south of 

Vicksburg back into the city.  Fi-

nally on May 22nd, the Union ar-

my attacked the Vicksburg de-

fenses.  It was a deadly battle and 

while Grant’s troops were initially 

successful, the Rebels eventually 

counterattacked and regained 

their initial positions.  In this ac-

tion, the 77th lost 19 men killed, 

85 wounded and 26 missing.   

While not successful in capturing 

the Rebel stronghold, Union 

troops now encircled Vicksburg 

and the Confederate garrison was 

cut off from supply and commu-

nications with the outside world.   

Throughout the month of June, 

Grant put his troops to work dig-

ging trenches slowly advancing 

on the Rebel defensive lines.  Fi-

nally on July 4, 1863, the Confed-

erate forces at Vicksburg agreed 

to an unconditional surrender.  

The fall of Vicksburg was a turn-

ing point of the Civil War as the 

Mississippi River was now under  

 

Union control and the Confeder-

acy had been cut in two.   Sup-

plies for the Union armies in the 

East could now flow down the 

river from the great breadbasket 

of the Midwest providing the Un-

ion with a tremendous ad-

vantage.  The victory also provid-

ed President Lincoln with the 

opportunity to elevate General 

Grant to command of the entire 

Union armies, rising above those 

generals from the East whose po-

litical connections had protected 

them during the early years of the 

war. 

For the men from Peoria County 

in the Illinois 77th Infantry Regi-

ment, it was a time to celebrate.  

Little did they know at the time 

that this would be their most sig-

nificant engagement of the entire 

war, although their service in the 

Union army would continue for 

another two years. 

In the next edition of the Time-

line > Part Four – Guardians of 

the Gulf. 

Faces of the 77th (l to r):  John Stoner, Lemon H. Wiley, William M. Wright, and unidentified soldier. 
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Help us Preserve 

the P-M House  

Museum – A Brief 

History 

The P-M House was built by Moses Pet-

tengill in 1868 in the Second Empire 

architectural style.  Jean Morron ac-

quired the property in 1953 from the 

John Boyd Stone family and owned the 

property until her death, in 1966.  After 

Miss Morron’s death, the house and its 

contents were transferred to the Peoria 

Historical Society.  The house is listed 

on the National Register of Historic 

Places and is located in the Moss-

Bradley Historic District.  All rooms in 

the home are decorated with historic 

artifacts.  The home is open for tours, 

historically-themed special events, and 

is also available for limited, special oc-

casion rentals.  Last year, we welcomed 

over 800 guests during the Splendor of 

Christmas Past holiday home tour, par-

ticipated in the Moss Avenue Sale & 

Festival, and hosted a 4th of July POPS 

concert for the Moss-Bradley Residen-

tial Association.  As you know, the 

home is an integral part of the commu-

nity, and it enables the Historical Socie-

ty to fulfill its mission: To preserve, cel-

ebrate and share the stories of the 

Peoria area.  We cannot sustain this 

mission or preserve the splendor of this 

architectural gem without the generous 

support of our volunteers, members and 

guests. For more information on the 

Capital Campaign for the PM House 

Museum, please contact Walter Rupp-

man at the Historical Society office 

at 674-1921. You can save this historic 

structure from further decay and help 

preserve its legacy for future genera-

tions.  Thank you!                                                    

 

Historical Quiz 

 

This year commemorates the 150th anni-

versary of the assassination of the 16th 

President of the United States, Abraham 

Lincoln.  While most Americans recog-

nize the name of John Wilkes Booth as 

the man who fired the shot in Ford’s 

theater that struck Lincoln down, few 

are familiar with the following nine peo-

ple who were charged as members of 

Booth’s conspiracy to attack the govern-

ment. 

John Surratt;           Mary Surratt (John’s 

mother) ;        Samuel Mudd; 

Lewis Powell;        Samuel Arnold; 

George Atzerodt;      David Herold; 

Edmund Spangler;  Michael O’Laughlen 

Match the name of the conspirator from 

the above list to their following descrip-

tion:    

     

#1.  Booth’s most valuable conspirator 

was a Confederate spy.  He was not in 

Washington when the President was 

shot and killed, but fled the country and 

lived in Europe until he was apprehend-

ed in 1866.  He was tried by a civilian 

court in 1867 – 1868, but was not  con-

victed. 

#2.  Assigned to shoot Vice President 

Andrew Johnson, this conspirator lost 

his nerve and stayed in a hotel bar 

drinking on the evening of the planned 

assassinations.  He was convicted and 

executed by hanging in July 1865. 

#3.   A former Confederate prisoner of 

war, he was assigned by Booth to kill 

Secretary of State William Seward.  On 

the night Lincoln was shot, he entered 

Seward’s home and stabbed Seward, 

and three others with a knife, but fortu-

nately  all  survived.  He  was  convicted  

 

 

and executed by hanging in July 1865. 

#4.   Owned a boarding house in Wash-

ington where the conspirators met.  The 

house became a  safe haven for Confed-

erate spies and couriers.   Was put to 

death by hanging in July  1865 after be-

ing convicted of being a participant in 

the conspiracy to kill the President. 

#5.  An impressionable and dull-witted 

pharmacy clerk, he led Booth along 

their escape route into Virginia after the 

assassination of the President.  He sur-

rendered after Booth was shot and 

killed at the Garrett farm, was subse-

quently tried and convicted, and was 

executed by hanging in July 1865. 

Answers to quiz on page 7. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – 

4th Annual Holiday 

Home Tour  

The 4th Annual Peoria Historical Socie-

ty Splendor of Christmas Past Holiday 

Home Tour will take place on Saturday, 

December 5th from 5-9 p.m. and Sun-

day, December 6th from 1-5 p.m.  The 

Pettengill-Morron House and Flanagan 

House will once again be decorated in 

majestic Christmas finery and no doubt 

Santa will make an appearance, too.  In 

addition, you will have an opportunity 

to tour a 5,700 Sq. Ft. Georgian Revival 

Home built in approximately 1904.  Save 

the date and buy your tickets to see this 

beautiful home.  Tickets are $12 in ad-

vance or $15 at the door.  Children 12 

and under are free with the purchase of 

an adult ticket. 

Stay tuned for more information!    
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Peoria County 

Courthouse Clock 

 – a brief history 

By John M Parks 

In 1878, a mammoth Seth Thomas 
clock mechanism was installed as part 
of the newly constructed Peoria Coun-
ty Courthouse. Technically called a 
“Tower Clock” it simultaneously  drove 
the four clock faces in the cupola on 
top of the courthouse building.  Over 
85 years later, in 1964, the County au-
thorized demolition of the building, 
including the clock, to make way for a 
new courthouse. Foster C. Vachon, at 
his own expense, salvaged the clock 
and bell, and had it moved to Vachon 
Brake Service, where it was painstak-
ingly cleaned and restored to running 
condition. It was remained on display 
for almost 25 years. A plan to donate 
and have the clock installed in the new 
courthouse never materialized due to 
the County’s failure to fund the pro-
ject. 

In 1992, Mildred C. Vachon, widow of 
Foster, donated the clock to the Peoria 
Airport Authority for permanent dis-
play. Once again, lack of funding re-
sulted in the clock being stored in the 
basement of the airport facility. 
Vachon had stipulated that, in the 
event of disposal, the clock would be 
first offered as a donation to the Peoria 
Historical Society. In 1995, under PHS 
ownership, the clock was relocated to 
the Wheels O’ Time Museum, where 
President John H. Parks, with volun-
teer help, restored the clock once again 

and put it on display. In 1996, John J. 
Gibson, President of the Peoria Histor-
ical Society, participated in a ribbon 
cutting ceremony, setting the pendu-
lum in motion once again. 

In 2010, in anticipation of the clock 
being relocated to the new Peoria 
Riverfront Museum, the clock was 
moved to the shop of John M. Parks, 
son of John H. Parks. Here, the clock 
was modified with an electric winding 
mechanism to free museum staff from 
having to wind the clock on a daily 
basis. In addition, a new escapement 
“spider” mechanism was developed 
through reverse engineering of the 
original part by Performance Pattern of 
Peoria, with the new part investment 
cast in aluminum bronze. 

In September of 2012, the refurbished 
clock was relocated to the Peoria River-
front Museum prior to its Grand Open-
ing on October 20th, where today it 
keeps relatively accurate time and 
serves as a significant artifact of Peoria 
history. 

 

Timeline—Did you 

know? 

Hello, My name is John Rosa, and I am 
the new Timeline editor. The Timeline 
is the principal way the Historical Soci-
ety communicates with its member-
ship.  We welcome your suggestions 
for articles and hope you are keeping 
abreast of all of the exciting events and 
programs outlined in each edition. 
Some of you are receiving the Timeline  

 

via the U.S. Postal service, while others 
are receiving a version with full color 
pictures via email. If you have an email 
address and would like to receive the 
color version, you could help the Peo-
ria Historical Society save the cost of 
postage. Plus, e-mail subscribers  re-
ceive the Timeline a few days sooner. 
To change to email, call Judy at (309) 
674-1921 or email her at ad-

minphs@peoriahistoricalsociety.org. 

John H. Parks  

Clock displayed and in operation at Peoria  

Riverfront Museum 

Peoria County Courthouse, built in 1878 Close-up of clocks on tower 

mailto:adminphs@peoriahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:adminphs@peoriahistoricalsociety.org
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Historic Images 

for Sale 

Have you started a new business 

or recently opened a shop? Does 

your store or office facility need 

some interesting and inspiring 

art for the walls?  Have you con-

sidered an image collage for your 

home?  How about some histori-

cal photos of old Peoria? Every-

one likes these images, especially 

when accompanied by informa-

tive text about what the object or 

building is, or when the photo 

was taken.  Displaying the fasci-

nating, educational, motivating 

photos in the PHS collection can 

be quite valuable in adding to 

your organization's credibility 

and connection with the commu-

nity.  By displaying historical Pe-

oria-area photos, you'll instantly 

convey a feeling of prestige, lega-

cy, and likability. 

High resolution prints, and fully-

framed, museum quality displays 

of the numerous photos, post-

cards and prints of many other 

historical items, that you've seen 

posted on our Facebook page, are 

available for purchase.  Images 

are not only great for your re-

search or genealogy, but they can 

also be printed to almost any size 

you want.   They make great gifts 

and additions to your home or 

office.  These images are afforda-

ble, unique, and enjoyable, and 

your purchases help support the 

mission of the Historical Society: 

To preserve, celebrate and 

share the stories of the Peoria 

area. 

Humanities  

Festival –  

Saturday, Oct. 

10th 
We invite you to support the 

First Annual Peoria Humanities 

Festival.  This exciting event will 

give the community the oppor-

tunity to reflect on and discuss 

life in Central Illinois from past 

to present.  The event will be 

held at the Peoria Riverfront Mu-

seum from 9:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

in the Lakeview Room.  The Fes-

tival is a collaboration between 

the Peoria Historical Society, Illi-

nois Central College, Bradley 

University, the Peoria Public Li-

brary and the Peoria Riverfront 

Museum.   

The event includes presentations 

on the following topics: From 

Television to Tweeting with panel-

ists Tom McIntyre and Vic Bur-

nett; Read All About It: Newspa-

per Coverage Over the Years with 

panelists Barb Drake, Chris Kaer-

gard, Pam Adams and Terri Bibo; 

You Call That Music? with panel-

ists John Orfe and Jonathan 

Wright; and, What Plays in Peo-

ria: Theater Then and Now with 

panelists Deborah Dougherty and 

Doug Day.   

Tickets for the day-long event are 

$10 and will be available at the 

door.  Festival attendees are on 

their own for lunch.  Light re-

freshments will be provided in 

the afternoon.  Please submit  

 

 

 

 

your reservation to peoriahuman-

itiesfestival@gmail.com; seating 

for the event is limited.   

 

PHS Awarded 

Grant 

The PHS has been awarded a 
grant from the Illinois State Ar-
chives in the amount of $4,586 to 
create electronic records of arti-
facts/items in the Peoria Histori-
cal Society Collection and post 
these records into our database 
and on the PHS website. This 
work will support the 2015 Top 
Tier Objective to: “Continue to 
input records of collection arti-
facts into the computer data-
base.” This work will provide 
even greater access to our Collec-
tion for the general public, re-
searchers, and anyone interested 
in PHS Collection items. 
 
This award no doubt reflects the 
successful project PHS adminis-
tered in 2013-14 using funds from 
the same grant program, so con-
gratulations to the entire staff 
and board on this achievement! 

 

Quiz  Answers: 

#1.   John Surratt  

#2.  George Atzerodt 

#3.  Lewis Powell 

#4.  Mary Surratt 

#5.  David Herold 

 

 

mailto:peoriahumanitiesfestival@gmail.com
mailto:peoriahumanitiesfestival@gmail.com
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2nd Annual  

Bequest Society 

Reception –  

November 8th 

Last year, the Historical Society 

launched the Charles Ballance 

Bequest Society to recognize and 

honor those individuals, fami-

lies, and organizations which 

have either provided for the So-

ciety’s Endowment Fund in their 

estate planning or who have 

provided the Endowment Fund 

with a minimum gift of 

$2,500.00.  By doing so, the lega-

cy of those dollars will have a 

lasting effect on the community 

we cherish and call home.  We 

will once again recognize Be-

quest Society members at a re-

ception on Sunday, November 

8th from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at 

the home of Walter and Joan 

Ruppman.  It’s a wonderful af-

ternoon of desserts and wine 

followed by a private tour of this 

beautifully restored Victorian 

residence.  If you haven’t done 

so already, please consider join-

ing the Bequest Society so that 

you, too, can be included in this 

year’s recognition event.  If you  

would like more information 

about the Bequest Society and a 

membership form, please con-

tact Walter Ruppman at the Pe-

oria Historical Society office at 

674-1921.  If you have included 

the Historical Society in your 

estate planning and would like 

to be recognized at this year’s 

event, please let us know.   

Curatorial  

Services  

The most requested search in 

our collection is for photo-

graphs.  Since the collections 

database has been online, there 

has been a growing number of 

request for images.  The Society 

has over 1,000 linear feet of re-

search material, including many, 

many images.   

Have you checked to see if we 

have information and/or images 

of your ancestors, their busi-

nesses, or their homes?  On the 

Peoria Historical Society web-

site, click on Collections at the 

top of the page and enter your 

search term at http://

www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org

/!/collections.  

The database is still being up-

dated, so if you do not find what 

you are looking for, we can per-

form a manual search.  If no im-

age is available in the database 

but there is a description, it 

means it has not been scanned.  

We would be happy to scan the 

image and update the database, 

at your request. 

You can find information on our 

image use policy by clicking on 

the Image Use tab at the top of 

the main PHS webpage.  http://

www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org

/!/Image-Use  

There is an image use fee and a 

reproduction fee.  The fees help 

maintain and digitize the collec-

tion.  For further information, 

please contact Curator Bob Killi-

on at the PHS office at 674-1921 

or 

rkillon@peoriahistoricalsociety.

org. 

What is it? 

Pulled from the woods behind 

the Flanagan House, with block 

and  tackle,  by  John  Haverhals,  

our   historic   houses'   manager, 

this hunk of concrete weighing 

several hundred pounds is now a 

decorative lawn ornament at the 

house. Its design matches that of 

our garden urns. Thanks, John, 

for finding this and the initiative 

to get it out of the woods. 

 

http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/collections
http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/collections
http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/collections
http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/Image-Use
http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/Image-Use
http://www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org/%21/Image-Use
mailto:rkillion@peoriahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:rkillion@peoriahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.waltercruppman.com/denhart/index.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=zo4-VPKRNuqHsQTJ0YHYCA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNFQnoAq6lOpr3pVGVvX610JE0AVAA
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Moss Avenue 

Sale at the  

Pettengill-Morron 

House  

The Moss Avenue Sale was a great 

success this year thanks to organizer 

Beth Johnson and dozens of  volun-

teers. Merchandise of all types was 

donated by Society members as they 

cleaned out their attics, basements 

and closets.  Beth’s husband, former 

PHS President Mark Johnson added, 

“Beth really enjoys working on the 

sale, it takes hundreds of hours of 

her time to get everything marked 

and prepared, but she also enjoys 

seeing what treasures are donated 

by PHS members.  There’s always 

several really unique items that 

show up in the boxes of stuff that 

are dropped off at the house.” 

The sale day benefitted from won-

derful weather this year and large 

crowds shopping for unique treas-

ures.  PM House volunteers offered 

tours of the historic house museum 

throughout the day.   The sale 

proved to again be a wonderful op-

portunity for the Society to reach 

out to the community and offer a 

demonstration of Historical Society 

members in action. 

 

 

Flanagan News 
 
by Linda Herron,  
Flanagan chairperson 

 
The August issue of Metro Peoria 
Woman's View magazine features a 
nice article about the life and times 
of Jane Platt Flanagan. It's the first 
in a historical series for the maga-
zine by writer Molly Crusen Bishop 
which will showcase Peoria women 
from all walks of life and cultures. 
Woman's View is a free publication 
and is available at 400 locations 
throughout Central Illinois and at 
www.mpwomansREview.com. 

During September, Flanagan will be 
installing a high velocity central air 
conditioning system to aid in the 
preservation of the house and its 
artifacts. Flanagan will be comforta-
ble for its owners, volunteers and 
visitors for the first time in 178 sum-
mers! Over the years, partial funds 
were raised from individual donors. 
Now, through a much appreciated 
and generous grant from the Na-
tional Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR), we will 
accomplish this long desired goal. 

The first Sunday open house on Sep-
tember 2nd will launch an exciting 
new enterprise at Flanagan— an 
opportunity to have an "old time" 
souvenir photo taken in an authen-
tic setting at the Flanagan House. 
PHS volunteer and photographer, 
Chris Coulter, and House Chair Lin-
da Herron  will oversee the  arrange- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ment of period clothing and props.  
Themes might include Victorian 
country and city, Roaring 20's, Dust 
Bowl, Big Band era, vintage wedding 
and more. Feel free to wear your 
own garb, if desired. For more de-
tails, including pricing, please con-
tact Linda Herron. 
 
Looking ahead to the month of Hal-
loween, on Sunday October 4th the 
Flanagan Players will present "Tragic 
Tales of the River City"; true stories 
of lesser known tragedies in Peoria, 
some told by the descendants of the 
victims. By popular demand, "Judge 
Flanagan" will make another appear-
ance laying in his coffin in the parlor 
for his home funeral. Post-mortem 
photography and Victorian mourn-
ing clothing will be displayed and 
possibly a few ghosts will drift in to 
amuse. 
 
As always, please LIKE our 'Judge 
John C. Flanagan House Museum' 
Facebook page to keep up on the 
latest news. We invite people to stop 
by anytime to view our gardens 
which are available year around for 
special event rentals. Relatives in 
town for a few days? Call the office 
to schedule a tour. It will be the 
highlight of their weekend! 
 

 

          Beth Johnson, Vicki Dace and Kate Johnson help set up and organize yard sale 

merchandise. 
Moss Ave. sale at Pettengill-Morron House 

http://www.mpwomansREview.com
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 Colonel (later General) David P. Grier com-

manded the 77th Illinois Volunteer Infantry.  

Read the third of our four part series on the 

77th in this issue of the Timeline. 


