
Peoria Historical Society Newsletter 2015 | May-June 

 

1 

PHS Receives 
Proclamation 

The Peoria City Council honored 

the Peoria Historical Society with 

a Proclamation on Tuesday, 

March 24.  The Proclamation was 

presented in recognition of the 

Peoria Historical Society’s Spring 

Showcase event “You Are There,” 

commemorating the 180th anni-

versary of Peoria’s incorporation 

as a town in 1835. 

PHS President Mark Johnson ac-

cepted the Proclamation dressed 

as Isaac Evans, one of the five 

original trustees elected  in 1835. 

The celebration was held Sunday, 

April 26 in the Peoria Civic Cen-

ter Ballroom, and featured cos-

tumed interpreters in the roles of 

some of Peoria’s most prominent 

early citizens.  Guests were treat-

ed to a variety of tempting des-

serts, as well as a vendor bou-

tique featuring unique art and 

gifts from area artisans and 

shops. 

Thank you to all those who 

joined us for our Spring Show-

case.  PHS would like to recog-

nize Rebekah Bourland, Tom 

McIntyre, Ryan Spain, David 

Koehler, Doug Orear, Dr. Joseph 

Couri, Barbara Couri, Kathy Dal-

linger, and Linda Herron for the 

gifts of your time and talent that 

made our entertainment program 

so successful. 

Moss Avenue 

Sale, June 13 

The Pettengill-Morron House is 

filling up with treasures for the 

Moss Avenue yard sale on Satur-

day, June 13.  Donations can be 

dropped off at the house any 

Tuesday from noon to 1pm.  Vol-

unteers are also critically needed 

on both Friday afternoon from 

3pm to 7pm for setup or on Sat-

urday from 8am to 4pm during 

the sale and teardown. We would 

also like to borrow awning type 

tents, tarps to cover the mer-

chandise overnight, and tables to 

display merchandise!  Please call 

Beth Johnson at 264-6119 if you 

can help with the sale.   

T I M E L I N E  
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“to preserve, share and celebrate the stories of the Peoria area” 

“History, by apprising the people of the past, will enable them to judge of the future; it will avail them of the experi-

ence of other times and other nations; it will qualify them as judges of the actions and designs of men.”      

           Thomas Jefferson, 1782. 

(l to r) PHS Executive Director Walter Rupp-

man, City Councilwoman and PHS Trustee 

Beth Jensen, PHS President Mark Johnson 

(as Isaac Evans), and Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis. 
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Phone: 309.674.1921 

Pettengill-Morron House Museum 
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Distribution of Timeline courtesy of: 
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From The President 
This will be my last letter to you as President of the Historical Society.  The past two 
years have passed quickly and I feel blessed to have had the opportunity to serve and 
lead the organization.  Never, ever, would I have expected that this would have been 
the outcome when I first met Gloria LaHood.  Thank you, Gloria, for setting me on 
the path to experience the wonderful adventure of Peoria’s history. 

I would like to thank our members for your continuing support.  Over the past two 
years, PHS has experienced welcome growth in membership, programs, and commu-
nity outreach.  The Trustees have been outstanding in their dedication and commit-
ment to broadening the organization’s scope.  They are a very diligent and devoted 
group of people, and I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to work with all of them.  
I owe a special thanks to the officers of the Society, Deborah Dougherty (VP), Jim 
Carballido (Treasurer) and Jennifer Martin (Recording Secretary).  Their professional-
ism and spirit have made the past two years go very smoothly. 

I also want to recognize our Executive Director, Walter Ruppman, for being a very 
capable and stable guiding beacon.  Walter is now in his sixth year as Executive Di-
rector, and his mature and nurturing nature has directed the Society to adopt a very 
active position within the community.   

I want to especially thank John Haverhals, Linda Herron, and Kathy Dallinger.  John 
has served as the Chairman of the Historic Homes Committee, while Linda and Kathy 
have been Historic Home Managers the past several years.  The two historic homes 
the Society owns and operates are a central focus of the organization’s activities.  Un-
der John’s direction, home maintenance and preservation have progressed significant-
ly.  Linda and Kathy have expended multiple hours working with volunteers at both 
homes to present entertaining and engaging programs.  Your efforts are remarkable. 

I am especially pleased that the Society has expanded our outreach, demonstrating a 
pride and excitement about the very unique nature of the Peoria area.  Through our 
historic homes tours and programs, Trolley Tours, quarterly lecture programs, and 
the Henri de Tonti Award, I believe the Historical Society offers the community fun 
and interesting opportunities to learn about our rich history. 

Finally, thank you especially to my wife Beth, for her unending compassion for nur-
turing my commitment to the organization.  Her guidance and support have made 
the last two years a much more fulfilling experience. 

Keep learning out there, 

Mark L. Johnson 
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2015 De Tonti   

Recipient         

Announced 

The Peoria Historical Society is 

pleased to announce that the 

Junior League of Peoria, Inc. is 

the recipient of the 2015 Henri de 

Tonti Award for Outstanding 

Principled Community Leader-

ship. 

Since its founding in 1936, the 

Junior League of Peoria has en-

couraged and promoted leader-

ship development for its mem-

bers to meet the challenges of 

community service.  Members 

have contributed thousands of 

volunteer hours and dollars to 

the community through over 70 

projects designed to address a 

variety of Peoria area needs, fo-

cusing their efforts on the arts, 

education, health, women’s con-

cerns, family and children, and 

historic preservation.    

The Junior League of Peoria, Inc., 

was selected in recognition of the 

organization’s commitment to 

improving the community 

through the effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers.   

Mark Johnson, President of the 

Historical Society stated, “The 

Historical Society is pleased to 

recognize the Junior League’s 

long record of providing princi-

pled community leadership.  

From the contribution of the So-

nar Tide sculpture in the Peoria 

Civic Center Plaza, to establish-

ment of the ‘Race for the Cure’ 

each May, to construction of the 

Tricentennial playground in Glen 

Oak Park, to the organization’s 

long commitment to developing 

a children’s museum in Peoria, 

and other projects too numerous 

to mention, the League has pro-

vided a remarkable example of a 

continuous commitment to 

providing principled leadership 

to the community.” 

Named for Henri de Tonti, the 

French explorer and fur trader 

credited with founding the first 

fur trading outpost along the 

shores of Lake Pimiteoui in the 

fall of 1691 and the founding of 

Peoria, the de Tonti Award was 

established in 2012 to recognize 

individuals or organizations with-

in the Tri-County area that have 

demonstrated a level of outstand-

ing principled leadership to the 

communities within the three 

counties.  

The inaugural Henri de Tonti 

award in 2012 was presented to 

Caterpillar Inc.  In 2013, the 

award was presented to Illinois 

State Senator Dave Koehler.  Last 

year, the award was presented to 

Ray LaHood, the former U.S. Sec-

retary of Transportation and for-

mer member of the U.S. House of 

Representatives. 

Join us on Saturday, September 

26 in the ballroom of the Peoria 

Civic Center as we honor the Jun-

ior League of Peoria.  Tickets  are 

$150 per person or $1,500 for a 

table of ten.  For reservations, 

contact the Peoria Historical So-

ciety at (309) 674-1921. 

The Peoria Historical Society 

would like to recognize our asso-

ciate sponsors of the Henri de 

Tonti award: WTVP – Public TV 

for Central Illinois, the Peoria 

Journal Star, Central Illinois Busi-

ness Publishers, Simantel, the 

Peorian.com, and Illinois Central 

College.   
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 A Brief History of 

the Illinois 77th       

Vol. Regiment 

by Mark L. Johnson 

In honor of the 150th anniversary of 

the Civil War’s end, the Timeline 

will present a four-part condensed 

history of the Illinois 77th Volun-

teer Infantry Regiment, which was 

comprised of volunteers from pri-

marily Peoria County.   

Part I: Organizing and Training 

In the second year of the Civil War, 

not long after the horrific battle 

fought at Shiloh, where the two ar-

mies suffered more casualties in 

that single battle than the United 

States had suffered in all previous 

wars, President Lincoln issued a call 

for an additional 300,000 volunteer 

troops.  The Shiloh battle convinced 

the President and Union military 

leaders that the Civil War would be 

a long affair and many more troops 

would be necessary to eventually 

bring the conflict to a successful 

conclusion. 

In Illinois, Governor Yates author-

ized Charles Ballance, a prominent 

citizen of Peoria to raise an infantry 

regiment.  The young men who vol-

unteered to serve as part of the Illi-

nois 77th Volunteer Regiment in 

that summer and fall of 1862 were 

farmhands and store clerks, a few 

professionals perhaps, and while 

staunch Unionists, they were for the 

most part, just ordinary mid-

western Americans. 

In total, 882 men were originally 

recruited into service for the 77th.   

While the volunteers responding to 

the recruitment call came from 

throughout the central Illinois area, 

the majority of volunteers were 

from Peoria County:  Elmwood (88 

volunteers), Rosefield Township (85 

volunteers), Peoria (70 volunteers), 

and Brimfield (42 volunteers).  

There were another 65 volunteers 

from Magnolia in Putnam County, 

60 volunteers from Lacon in Mar-

shall County, and 43 volunteers 

from Knoxville just north of Peoria 

County.   

The volunteers were organized into 

ten companies, Company A through 

Company K, with approximately 80 

to 100 men per company.  Company 

H was the largest with 99 men 

while Company B was the smallest 

with only 77 men.  Each company 

was commanded by a captain. 

As the men responded to the re-

cruiting call and arrived in Peoria, a 

controversy arose regarding who 

would take the overall command of 

the regiment.  While many Peorians 

thought that Mr. Ballance should be 

rewarded for his efforts to recruit 

the volunteers, he was already 62 

years old and had very minimal mil-

itary experience.  Many of the re-

cruits favored David P. Grier, a na-

tive of Elmwood.   

Grier had previously recruited a 

company of volunteers after the fall 

of Fort Sumter and volunteered 

their services to Governor Yates.  

However, as the Illinois state quota 

of volunteers had already been 

filled, they were refused.  Not to be 

denied the opportunity to serve 

their country, Grier took the com-

pany to St. Louis, where they were 

mustered into service as Company 

G of the 8th Missouri Volunteer 

Infantry.  Captain Grier had partici-

pated in the battles of Fort Henry, 

Fort Donelson, and Shiloh besides 

many skirmishes of minor im-

portance. 

(continued on next page.) 

Faces of the 77th (l to r): Charles H. Arms, Francis 

Ward Griswold, Silas Norris, and John Scoon 
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Governor Yates resolved the issue 

through a skillful political ma-

neuver.  He commissioned Mr.  

Ballance as colonel of the Regi-

ment on the 18th of August.  

However, on the 25th of August, 

Captain Grier was ordered to re-

port to Springfield, Illinois for 

orders.  On arriving in Spring-

field, on September 2, Captain 

Grier was commissioned by Gov. 

Yates as colonel of the 77th Illi-

nois.  Colonel Grier departed for 

Peoria immediately.   

The following day, on the parade 

grounds at their training camp, 

Colonel Ballance gave a speech in 

front of the assembled regiment, 

took formal leave of his com-

mand, and introduced Colonel 

Grier as the new commander.  

Colonel Grier would serve with 

the 77th Illinois throughout the 

war until the unit was taken out 

of service in the summer of 1865. 

By orders received from the Gov-

ernor on September 4th, Lysan-

der R. Webb was appointed Lieu-

tenant-Colonel, and M. V. Hotch-

kiss was appointed Major.  That 

same day, the members of the 

regiment held an election for 

chaplain.  While several candi-

dates were recommended, the 

group chose Rev. William G. 

Pierce of Elmwood. 

The regiment trained for the next 

month at Peoria. They were pro-

vided regulation blue uniforms 

and the latest Enfield rifles.  As 

they adjusted to camp life, per-

haps the most significant chal-

lenge was the food they were pro-

vided.  None of the men were 

experienced as cooks, but they 

soon realized that they must 

learn themselves or starve.   

There were about 4,500 men in 

the Peoria camp.  This included 

the 85th, 86th, 102nd, 103rd, 108th 

and 112th Illinois Volunteer Regi-

ments.  On the 20th of Septem-

ber, the 77th regiment marched 

into Peoria to receive a national 

flag as a present from the ladies 

of the city.  During the presenta-

tion ceremony, Ebon C. Ingersoll 

(older brother of Robert) made 

an eloquent speech regarding the 

war efforts.  

After a month of training, on Oc-

tober 4th, Colonel Grier received 

orders that the regiment was to 

transport by train to Cincinnati.  

They marched from camp to the 

Peoria depot, boarded a train, 

and departed at 5pm.  Many citi-

zens of Peoria came to the depot 

to give the troops a joyous send-

off.  For many of the troops it was 

their first journey on a train, or 

even their first trip outside the 

county.   

As they departed from Peoria,  

the members of the regiment did 

not know many of them would 

never return.  A total of 184 men 

lost their lives over the next 34 

months.  The majority of the 

deaths (110) resulted from dis-

ease, an indication of the ex-

tremely poor living conditions 

and poor medical service they 

would encounter.  Only thirty- 

five members of the 77th actually 

died directly in battles, while an-

other thirty died from battle 

wounds.  In all, the regiment 

suffered a casualty rate of just 

over twenty percent.  

 

Next edition of the Timeline – 

Part 2 – Search for the Gol’darn 

Rebs  

Faces of the 77th (l to r):  John Stoner, 

Lemon H. Wiley, William M. Wright, and 

unidentified soldier. 
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Ruppman, Saxon 

Named to State 

Historical Board 

PHS is pleased to announce that Dr. 

Randall Saxon of Peoria has been 

nominated President of the Illinois 

State Historical Society.  

Dr. Saxon has served on the ISHS 

Board of Directors for several 

years.  His interest in history, par-

ticularly Lincoln and the Civil War, 

are well known to PHS members 

who have attended his OLLI classes 

at Bradley University.  

Walter Ruppman, PHS Executive 

Director, was also nominated to the 

ISHS Advisory Board for a second 

year.  Congratulations gentlemen! 

ISHA officers, directors, and advi-

sors will be voted on April 25 in 

Springfield at the Old State Capital 

as part of the Society’s 116th annual 

meeting.   All ISHA members are 

invited to attend.  For lunch reser-

vations, call (217) 525-2781.   

Volunteers     

Needed 

The Peoria Historical Society relies 

heavily on the generosity of its vol-

unteers.  The preservation of our 

Pettengill-Morron & Flanagan His-

torical House Museums has been 

made possible through the dedica-

tion of Society volunteers who rec-

ognize and value their historic sig-

nificance.   

Volunteer roles include serving as 

guides during tours and events, 

staffing the gift shops, preparing 

historical exhibits, cleaning and 

maintenance, assisting at special 

events and cataloging Society col-

lections. 

The fine tradition of voluntarism 

continues today and is part of the 

history of the house museums.  

Why not join us as a volunteer and 

get in on the action!   

 Author to Speak 

May 13 at BU 

The Friends of Bradley Library wel-

comes Dr. Victoria Loberg for a talk 

about her most recent book:  Ordi-

nary Women, Extraordinary Lives.   

Dr. Loberg has researched the early 

years of medical practice in Peo-

ria.  This new book focuses on Peo-

ria women physicians, succeeding 

her earlier one, From Pest House to 

Medical Centers, Peoria's Medical 

Journey into the 20th Century.  

The program will begin at 7 p.m. in 

the library's Wyckoff Room and is 

free and open to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

P-M House Volunteers.  Front row (l to r): Jorja 

Stephens, Opal Ferrie.  Back row: Lori Powley, 

Mary Hamm, Kathy Dallinger, and Liz Dusenbery 
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 Historical        

Happenings  

by Kathy Dallinger, Pettengill-

Morron Historical House Museum 

Chairperson  

Our Pettengill-Morron Historical 

House Museum docents and volun-

teers have been working diligently 

getting the house museum ready for 

this season's guests:  polishing, re-

freshing exhibits, and uncovering 

more information about the fami-

lies that once resided in the home. 

In commemoration of the 150th an-

niversary of the Civil War’s end, we 

are focusing on Moses and Lucy 

Pettengill’s role in the Underground 

Railroad.  The Pettengill name ap-

pears in the earliest comprehensive 

lists of abolitionists in Illinois. Mo-

ses was one of nineteen men from 

Peoria County to sign a call in 1837 

for an anti-slavery convention held 

in Upper Alton, IL.  

By 1843, the movement to establish 

local anti-slavery societies had start-

ed to come together. Moses was 

quoted as saying, "Gentlemen, I 

expect to live to see the time when 

there shall not be a slave in all this 

land."   Lucy was as much an activist 

as her husband, leading a group of 

women to form the Female Anti-

Slavery Society in Peoria in 1843. In 

1844, she helped organize a 

statewide group, the Female Anti-

Slavery Society of Illinois.  

From 1836 to 1862, the Pettengills 

lived in a home at the corner of Lib-

erty and Jefferson Streets that be-

came the center for the Under-

ground Railroad in Peoria. Moses 

and Lucy stood firm to their anti-

slavery principles and lived to see 

them almost universally accepted. 

To commemorate and celebrate the 

courage of the Pettengills and the 

slaves seeking freedom, visit the 

Preston Jackson sculpture along the 

drum wall of the Civic Center on 

Jefferson Street in downtown Peo-

ria. Consisting of concrete, granite 

and stainless steel, the sculpture 

stands about 20 ft. tall and symbol-

izes the movement along the Un-

derground Railroad to the Pettengill 

home, which has been positioned at 

the top, acting as a beacon for the 

fugitives. The central figurative area 

was cast in bronze with a partial 

framing of stainless steel. The fig-

ures are loosely molded emphasiz-

ing the character and movement of 

the runaway slaves. The sculpture 

also contains related imagery such 

as lanterns, the North Star, Abe Lin-

coln and the Illinois River crossing.  

Already this year, we have shared 

the history of the Pettengill-Morron 

Historical House Museum and the 

role of the Pettengills in the Under-

ground Railroad with several local 

business and philanthropic groups. 

It's always a pleasure to welcome 

guests to the home, but group pro-

grams are available at offsite ven-

ues. Give us a call and we'll be hap-

py to meet your program needs.  

A special "thank you" to Home De-

pot, UFS, Bradley SERVE and the 

Oreck Store for their recent in-kind 

donations and/or services to the 

house museum. We appreciate their 

support and look forward to contin-

uing these supplier relationships in 

the coming months.  

We certainly hope YOU will join us 

for a visit real soon!   When visiting, 

please plan to spend a few moments 

visiting our gift shop. We have a 

fine selection of historical books 

and gift baskets. There is bound to 

be something just right for an up-

coming Mother's Day, Father's Day, 

Graduation, Happy Birthday or oth-

er gift-giving occasion. 

The former Pettengill 

home, NW corner of 

Liberty and Jefferson, 

now site of the Peoria 

Civic Center. 
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Rennick Juried 

Art Show Now 

Open 

Please join the Peoria Historical 

Society for the 51st annual Ren-

nick Juried Art Show, May 2-28 in 

the Lower Level Gallery at the 

Main Branch of the Peoria Public 

Library.   

View artwork from a diverse col-

lection of styles and media, all 

celebrating the unique beauty of 

central Illinois. 

Best in Show will be awarded a 

$300 prize and $50.00 cash 

awards will be given to 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd place winners.  Ribbons 

will be awarded for Honorable 

Mentions.  An artists’ reception 

will be held on Saturday, May 16, 

from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Main 

Branch of the Peoria Public Li-

brary. 

For more information, please 

contact the PHS office at 309- 

674-1921 or visit our website at 

www.peoriahistoricalsociety.org. 

 

Civil War Book 

Review 

Our Civil War book review con-

tinues with Two Roads to Sumter 

– Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Da-

vis and the March to Civil War by 

William and Bruce Catton, pub-

lished 1963 by McGraw-Hill Book 

Company.  A paperback edition 

was published in 2001 by Phoenix 

Press.   

Bruce Catton is well known to 

Civil War enthusiasts for his 1954 

Pulitzer Prize-winning book, A 

Stillness at Appomattox.  In Two 

Roads to Sumter, the authors 

trace the lives and political ca-

reers of Lincoln and Davis, who 

were born less than one hundred 

miles apart in west-central Ken-

tucky. 

A central issue is the question, 

“Was the American Civil War 

really necessary?”  It’s important 

to recognize that in the election 

of 1860, neither Lincoln nor the 

Republican Party endorsed or 

supported the abolition of slav-

ery.  While Lincoln opposed slav-

ery, he and his party were con-

tent to draw the line at prohibit-

ing the extension of slavery into 

new states as territories west of 

the Mississippi River were set-

tled.  Southern Democratic Sena-

tors recognized that as more free 

states entered the Union, their 

power and ability to protect 

Southern interests would be di-

minished in the Senate.  South-

ern strategists went as far as pro-

posing that Cuba and several 

Central American republics be 

purchased from Spain and 

brought into the Union as slave 

states to maintain balance in the 

Senate. 

This book provides a critical 

analysis of the development of 

the both the Northern and the 

Southern perspectives on the 

greatest turmoil the nation has 

ever faced.  It’s interesting that 

over 150 years later, the issue of 

states succeeding from the Union 

that still receives occasional men-

tion. 
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PHS Announces 

Scholarship     

Recipients 

by John Parks, PHS Trustee 

As we come to the end of the aca-

demic year, we are happy to 

highlight this year’s winners of 

the Duryea Engineering Scholar-

ship at Illinois Central College 

and to announce changes to the 

scholarship for the upcoming 

2015-2016 academic year.   

On October 23, the ICC Educa-

tional Foundation honored schol-

arship donors and recipients at 

its annual Community Celebra-

tion, held at the Embassy Suites 

Riverfront Grand Ballroom.  

The “Charles E. and J. Frank 

Duryea Engineering Scholar-

ships” sponsored by the Peoria 

Historical Society ($1,000 each), 

were awarded to Payton Drake, 

in pursuit of his studies in me-

chanical engineering, and Caleb 

Seaton, who is focused on a ca-

reer in bio-prosthetics.  

The recipients were joined by 

their parents at the Celebration, 

along with PHS President Mark 

Johnson, and Trustees Stacy Pe-

terson and John Parks.  

The scholarships are awarded in 

honor of brothers Frank and 

Charles Duryea, recognized by 

the American Automobile Associ-

ation as the “Fathers of the Amer-

ican Automobile Industry.” 

The Duryea Scholarship Fund is 

administered by the Community 

Foundation of Central Illinois.  It 

was created in 1991 with funds 

remaining from the “Bring Home 

the Duryea” campaign and was 

overseen by the Peoria Regional 

Museum Society.  Last year the 

PHS acquired the assets of PRMS 

along with the oversight of the 

Fund.   

 In light of increasing tuition and 

other costs associated with at-

tending college, PHS President 

Mark Johnson, Vice-President 

Deborah Dougherty, and Trustee 

John Parks met with Interim Ex-

ecutive Director of the Illinois 

Central College Educational 

Foundation, Stephanie Holmes, 

to discuss changes to the scholar-

ship program.  We are happy to 

announce that up to two scholar-

ships will be awarded annually in 

the amount of $1,500.00 to each 

recipient – a $500.00 increase per 

student, per year.  The 2015-2016 

scholarship application deadline 

was on April 1st; winners will be 

recognized at ICC’s Community 

Celebration on October 22nd at 

the Embassy Suites hotel.   

Annual Meeting 

May 7th 

Our annual meeting will be 

Thursday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m. in 

the auditorium of the Peoria 

Riverfront Museum.  Former PHS 

President Bernie Drake will pre-

sent “Peoria Generals in the Civil 

War.”   

The business meeting will direct-

ly follow the program, and will 

include an awards presentation 

and election of officers and new 

trustees  Please plan to attend 

this very important meeting.  

Admission and parking are free. 

(l to r) PHS Trustee John Parks, Mrs. Drake, Mr. 

Drake, Payton Drake, PHS President Mark John-

son, Mrs. Seaton, Caleb Seaton, and Mr. Seaton. 
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Fundraiser    

Benefits PHS, 

CILF 

A fundraiser benefitting both the 

Peoria Historical Society and the 

Central Illinois Landmark Foun-

dation was held Sunday, April 12 

at Paparazzi restaurant, 4315 Voss 

Avenue, in Peoria Heights. 

Highlights of the event included 

a costumed reenactment of Gen-

eral Robert E. Lee’s surrender to 

Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox 

Courthouse, Virginia.  After cock-

tails and refreshments from 

Hearth Restaurant, the outfitted 

soldiers escorted guests from the 

Wayne Baum Family Center to 

Paparazzi for a five course Civil 

War-era meal. 

The Peoria Historical Society 

would like to thank Mr. Bruce 

Brown for his generosity organiz-

ing the benefit, and Hearth,    

Paparazzi, and the Wayne Baum 

Center for providing both venues 

and refreshments. 

 

Lincoln Quiz  

April 2015 marks the 150th anni-

versary of President Abraham 

Lincoln’s assassination.  Our his-

torical quiz focuses on Lincoln’s 

visits to Peoria.  True or False:   

1. Lincoln first visited Peoria in 

1825 when he was a 20 year 

old surveyor.   

2. Lincoln spoke in Peoria in 

support of the Whig party 

candidates for President four 

times: in 1840, 1844, 1848, 

and 1852.  

3. Lincoln’s debate against Sen-

ator Stephan Douglas in Peo-

ria on October 16, 1854     

focused on the abolition of 

slavery.  

4. Lincoln also debated Senator 

Douglas in Peoria during the 

1858 campaign for the United 

States Senate.  

5.  Peoria voters strongly sup-

ported Lincoln’s candidacy 

for President in both the 1860 

and 1864 elections.  

(Quiz answers on page 12.) 

Pryor Statue   

Unveiling May 3 

The sculpture “Richard Pryor—

More Than Just a Comedian” is 

scheduled for dedication Sunday, 

May 3 at 3:00 p.m. Commissioned 

by the African American Hall of 

Fame Museum, the Preston Jack-

son-designed bronze portrayal 

pays homage to the native Peori-

an for his path-breaking contri-

butions to entertainment. 

The statue will be erected at the 

corner of Washington and State 

Streets, near PHS’s offices.  

 

Artist Preston Jackson 

Interpreters reenact Lee’s surrender to Grant during  

PHS and CILF benefit.  Photo Courtesy of Jim Bateman. 
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PHS Faces      

Possible            

Relocation 

As Peoria’s downtown Ware-

house District continues growth 

and redevelopment, the Peoria 

Historical Society faces a poten-

tial dilemma.  The owner of the 

building presently housing our 

offices has been approached with 

a purchase offer.  When finalized, 

the agreement would require the 

relocation of both our offices and 

collections, potentially as soon as 

this summer. 

The Executive Committee, Board 

of Trustees, Executive Director, 

and Curator have been working 

diligently to develop an action 

plan should a move become emi-

nent.  We have engaged a com-

mercial Realtor, and have been 

actively investigating new loca-

tions.  We are looking for approx-

imately 2,000 square feet of 

space, equally divided between 

office and storage space with am-

ple parking for volunteers and 

visitors.  If you are aware of an 

available space, please contact 

our office at 674-1921.  Thank you 

for your patience and support 

during this period of transition. 

Farewell 

The Historical Society will be 

losing a dedicated supporter this 

summer when Recording Secre-

tary and Timeline editor, Jennifer 

Martin will be moving with her 

family to Dallas, Texas.   

Jennifer’s tremendous energy and 

enthusiasm was present in every 

Executive Committee and Board 

of Trustees meeting she attended 

and her service will be missed.  

Her creative talents have been 

obvious with every edition of the 

Timeline over the past two years.  

And her patience with those 

overdue on writing articles for 

each edition was always remarka-

ble.   

On behalf of the entire Historical 

Society, we wish Jennifer, her 

husband, and three children 

good luck as they find their spurs 

in the Big D. 

  Mark L. Johnson 

  PHS President 

Lincoln History Quiz Answers 

1.  False  Lincoln’s first recorded visit to 

Peoria was in July 1832 when he was 23 

years old.  He had served in the Black 

Hawk War and was traveling from Wis-

consin back to New Salem.  

2.  True  The Whig candidates were: 

William Henry Harrison (1840), Henry 

Clay,(1844), Zachary Taylor (1848)and 

Winfield Scott (1852).  

3.  False  This Peoria debate marked a 

dramatic change in Lincoln’s political 

career, but the topic was the “Missouri 

Compromise” which would allow the 

expansion of slavery into territories 

west of the Mississippi River, not the 

abolition of slavery.  

4.  False  The Lincoln Douglas debates 

during the 1858 Senate campaign were 

in Ottawa, Freeport, Jonesboro, 

Charleston, Galesburg, Quincy and Al-

ton, but not in Peoria. 

5.  False  During the 1860 Presidential 

election, Democrat Senator Douglas 

carried Peoria with 1,531 votes to Lin-

coln’s 1,319.  Four years later, Lincoln 

again lost Peoria with only 3,549 votes 

vs. his opponent, Gen. George C. 

McClellan with 3,739.  
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 Colonel (later General) David P. Grier com-

manded the 77th Illinois Volunteer Infantry.  

Read the first of our four part series on the 

77th in this issue of the Timeline. 


